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The Dark Side of Plasticity

When we wish to perfect our senses, neuroplasticity is a bless-
ing; when it works in the service of pain, plasticity can be a curse.

QOur guide to pain is one of the most inspiring of the neuroplas-
ticians, V. S. Ramachandran. Vilayanur Subramanian Ramachan-
dran was born in Madras, India. He is a neurologist, of Hindu
background, and a proud relic of nineteenth-century science who
tackles twenty-first-century dilemmas.

Ramachandran is an M.D., a specialist in neurology, with a
Ph.D. in psychology from Trinity College, Cambridge. We met in
San Diego, where he directs the Center for Brain and Cognition at
the University of California. “Rama” has black, wavy hair and wears a
black leather jacket. His voice booms. His accent is British, but when
he is excited, his 7’s are like a long drumroll.

Whereas many neuroplasticians work to help people develop or
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