Ho Chi Minh
Appeal at the Founding of the Communist Party of
Indochina, February 18, 1930

Workers, peasants, soldiers, youth and school students!
Oppressed and exploited fellow-countrymen!
Sisters and brothers! Comrades!

Imperialist contradictions were the cause of the 1914-1918 World War.
After this horrible slaughter. The world was divided into two camps: one
is the revolutionary camp which includes the oppressed colonial peoples
and the exploited working class throughout the world. Its vanguard is the
Soviet Union. The other is the counter-revolutionary camp of international
capitalism and imperialism, whose general staff is the League of Nations.

That war resulted in untold loss of life and property for the peoples.
French imperialism was the hardest hit. Therefore, in order to restore the
forces of capitalism in France, the French imperialists have resorted to
every perfidious scheme to intensify capitalist exploitation in Indochina.
They have built new factories to exploit the workers by paying them
starvation wages. They have plundered the peasants' land to establish
plantations and drive them to destitution. They have levied new heavy
taxes. They have forced our people to buy government bonds. In short,
they have driven our people to utter misery. They have increased their
military forces, firstly to strangle the Vietnamese revolution; secondly to
prepare for a new imperialist war in the Pacific aimed at conquering new
colonies; thirdly to suppress the Chinese revolution; and fourthly to attack
the Soviet Union because she helps the oppressed nations and the
exploited working class to wage revolution.

World War Two will break out. When it does the French imperialists
will certainly drive our people to an even more horrible slaughter. If we
let them prepare for this war, oppose the Chinese revolution and attack the
Soviet Union, if we allow them to stifle the Vietnamese revolution. This is
tantamount to letting them wipe our race off the surface of the earth and
drown our nation in the Pacific.

However, the French imperialists' barbarous oppression and ruthless
exploitation have awakened our compatriots, who have all realized that
revolution is the only road to survival and that without it they will die a
slow death. This is why the revolutionary movement has grown stronger
with each passing day: the workers refuse to work, the peasants demand
land, the students go on strike, the traders stop doing business.
Everywhere the masses have risen to oppose the French imperialists.

The revolution has made the French imperialists tremble with fear. On



the one hand, they use the feudalists and comprador bourgeoisie to
oppress and exploit our people. On the other, they terrorize, arrest, jail,
deport and kill a great number of Vietnamese revolutionaries. If the
French imperialists think that they can suppress the Vietnamese
revolution by means of terror, they are grossly mistaken. For one thing,
the Vietnamese revolution is not isolated but enjoys the assistance of the
world proletariat in general and that of the French working class in
particular. Secondly, it is precisely at the very time when the French
imperialists are frenziedly carrying out terrorist acts that the Vietnamese
Communists, formerly working separately, have united into a single
party, the Indochinese Communist Party, to lead the revolutionary
struggle of our entire people.

The Indochinese Communist Party has been founded. It is the Party of
the working class. It will help the proletariat lead the revolution waged
for the sake of all oppressed and exploited people. From now on we must
join the Party, help it and follow it in order to implement the following
slogans:

1. To overthrow French imperialism and Vietnamese feudalism and
reactionary bourgeoisie;

2. To make Indochina completely independent;
3. To establish a worker-peasant-soldier government;

4. To confiscate the banks and other enterprises belonging to the
imperialists and put them under the control of the worker-peasant-soldier
government;

5. To confiscate all the plantations and property belonging to the
imperialists and the Vietnamese reactionary bourgeoisie and distribute
them to the poor peasants;

6. To implement the 8-hour working day;

7. To abolish the forced buying of government bonds, the poll-tax and
all unjust taxes hitting the poor;

8. To bring democratic freedoms to the masses;
9. To dispense education to all the people;

10. To realize equality between man and woman.



