
DISCOVERY

“America,” ca. 1575. Engraving by Theodor Galle (1571–1633) after a drawing by Jan van der Straet (Stradanus, 1523-1604).





“Columbus, as he first arrives in India, is received by the inhabitants and honored with the bestowing of many gifts,” 1594. Engraving by 
Theodor de Bry (1528-1598).



Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima, 1945



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcOfJwN0bdY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcOfJwN0bdY


The Conquest of Mexico, 1519-1521



Santo Domingo 
(Coricancha),

Cusco, Peru

Diego Muñoz Camargo, Descripción de la 
ciudad y provincia de Tlaxcala, c. 1584 
(Glasgow University Library, MS Hunter 
242, folio 242r)



Parroquia de San Miguel Arcángel, Ixmiquilpan, Mexico 



Chile

Mexico



Colonial 
Organization

Zócalo, Mexico City, Mexico

Plaza mayor, 
Ciudad de los Reyes (Lima), Peru





Colonial Government

Viceroyalties
New Spain (1535) 

Peru (1542)
New Granada (1739)

Río de la Plata (1776)

Audiencias
complement and limit the 

viceroy’s power

Bureaucrats
visitadores, judges, fiscales,

and letrados in general

Rigid structure

Dilution of power  

Documentary obsession 

Corruption and abuse



Colonial Economy 

Precious metals
- Drive & engine

Casa de contratación
(1503)

- Commercial 
monopoly 

- Piracy & contraband 

Indigenous labor
- Encomienda

- Repartimiento

“Potosí,” 1596. Engraving by Theodor de Bry (1528-1598).





Colonial 
Society

Casta System
- Purity of blood & 

religious purity

Social Pyramid /
Pigmentocracy

Spaniards
Criollos 

Mestizos
Indios (Blacks)
Blacks (Indios)  

Passing



“The Valley of Poverty,” in Life Magazine  (January, 1964), Photographs by John Dominis



Criollo Patriotism



Carlos de Sigüenza y Góngora
(1645-1700)

(1680)



Francisco Xavier Clavijero
(1731 -1787)

(1780-81)



Carlos María de Bustamante
(1774-1848)



Mexican Pavillion at the
Paris World’s Fair, 1899 



Mexican Pavillion at the
Paris World’s Fair, 1899 



Monumento a Cuauhtémoc, Mexico City, 1878





The Struggle for 
Independence,

1810-1825



Carlos IV José Napoleón I

1808
Napoleon
Bonapart
invades 
Spain







1810
Miguel Hidalgo

1821
Agustín de Iturbide



Provincias Unidas del Centro de América, 1823-1824 /
República Federal de Centroamérica, 1824-1839





Campaigns of Simón Bolívar and 
José de San Martín



Gran Colombia, 1819-1831




